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ditors note...

Welcome to the African Migration and Development Policy Centre’s online newsletter, Africa on
the Move. After a muddled start which saw the production of the first three issues of the newsletter, the
office of the Executive Director has decided to take
responsibility for its subsequent issues from March
2013.

Editors Note
Africa in the News

January—March 2013

Prof. John O. Oucho
Executive Director
AMADPOC

Africa on the Move (AOM) offers a space where students, academics, researchers, the public sector of
national governments, the private sector, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), policymakers and anyone or institution with an interest or passion in changing dynamics of the African continent. Driven by issues of migration, development,
climate changes, poverty, health and other matters from research, dialogue
and policy perspectives to help create a better understanding and appreciation
of the changing nature of elements in particular, migration-development nexus
in the African region and Africa in the family of other world regions.
Africa on the Move also offers a space for the millions of Africans in the diaspora to share their views on development initiatives and strategies in Africa in
relation to their current regions of residence and to ensure that their contribution is honestly represented in a non-judgmental forum. Thus, the newsletter
gives all Africans and others within the motherland as well as those living
abroad space to voice their ideas and concerns on the situation of migration
and development interrelations in Africa and the region among other world
regions. Welcome to insightful contents of this issue of Africa on the Move.

Recent Publications by AMADPOC…

“I am not African
because I was
born in Africa but
because Africa
was born in me.”
Kwame Nkrumah

AMADPOC has recently written a report for the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) titled The Kenyan Experience: Linking
Emigrant Communities for More Development Inventory of Institutional Capacities and Practices.
The African, Caribbean and Pacific Migration Observatory has recently published a policy brief written by the AMADPOC research team on the Assessment of the Kenyan Policy Framework concerning South-South Labour Migration. To access other publications by AMADPOC, click here or email contact@amadpoc.org
Upcoming Research Projects at AMADPOC...
Rural-Out Migration to Urban Uncertainties in Ethiopia (2013-2014)
International Events…
International Women’s Day, 8 March 2013.
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Continent
Mr. Vollan Ochieng,
Research Assistant, AMADPOC

January—March 2013

regular, sufficient, safe sources of water for personal
health, livestock husbandry and successful crop
production. Therefore, development projects aimed at the
improvement of water resource management or water
and sanitation services must consider their actions in the
face of climate change, to ensure project activities do not
aggravate future availability or access to water resources
as climate shifts on a local, regional, and national level.

“Our planet is under growing strain. We need a
practical, 21st century model of development that
connects all the dots between poverty reduction,
climate change, food, water, and energy.”
Ban Ki Moon, Secretary-General United Nations
Summit of African Union January 2011

One region of the world where the effects of climate
change are being felt particularly hard is Africa. Due to
lack of economic development, and institutional capacity,
African countries are among the most vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change (IPCC, 2001). Climate change
impacts have the potential to undermine and even hinder
the progress made in improving the socio-economic wellbeing of East Africans. The negative impacts associated
with climate change are also compounded by many
factors like widespread poverty, human diseases, and high
population density, which is estimated to the double
demand for food, water and livestock forage within the
next 30 years (Davidson et al., 2003).

With an already vulnerable ecosystem, Kenya and
its neighbours, due to their high dependency on key
natural resources and a relatively low-adaptive capacity
to cope with climate-related impacts makes it vulnerable
to the existing climate variability. To avert and/or to
decisevely fight the biting impact of climate change, Kenya
as well as other East African countries should bear in
mind the following key important issues as guiding
principles that:

About one-fifth of all known species of plants,
mammals, and birds, as well as one-sixth of amphibians
and reptiles have a home in Africa. These species compose
some of the world’s most diverse and biologically
important ecosystems like savannahs, tropical forests,
coral reef marines and fresh water habitats, wetlands and
montane ecosystems. These globally important
ecosystems provide the economic foundation that many
African countries rely on by providing water, food, and
shelter. However, due to climate change, these ecosystems
and the livelihoods that depend on them are threatened
(Case, 2006). This article aims to highlight some of the
steps that should be taken into account in controlling the
impact of climate change on conservation for East African
countries notably Kenya, Tanzania, Tanzania, Uganda,
Rwanda, and Burundi.
The effect of climate change on the hydrological
cycle and the subsequent impacts to water availability at
the local level are very concerning. Community
livelihoods depend heavily on the availability to obtain
[3]

 existing development and growth challenges

have to be addressed if Kenya and East Africa are
to build resilience towards climate change;
 building resilience to a changing climate can only

be achieved if enabling actions that build
adaptive capacity have also been identified and
delivered;
 ecosystems are a valuable social, economic and

environmental asset and have a major role to
play in building resilience hence the need for
their preservation or conservation;

Lake Victoria, Kisumu—Water Hyacinth December
2012
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 the national budget should incorporate all

external and domestic revenues, and allocate
public finance under strong policy direction, and
be accountable to the Parliament(s). This means
that climate finance will be channelled through
the public finance system rather than relying
upon a dispersed set of delivery mechanisms;
 an institutional architecture supporting climate

change programming should be integrated into
appropriate sectors; and


acknowledging the important role to be played
by an active private sector investing in climate
resilient growth. In this acknowledgement,
gender and gender roles must be given the due
attention it deserves. It is important to note that
women, due to sp,e of thier community’s
culturally gender constructed roles are found to
be more vulnerable to the impact of climate
change as compared to their male counterparts.
The adaptation process, usually, shows that
women easily adapt and have better strategies
that lead them to successfully cope compared to
men. There is therefore, need to mainstream
gender in the policies and legal frameworks that
anchor the adaptation and mitigation of climate
change in Kenya such that there is full
participation of both gender for burden sharing
and sustainable development.

all funding sources.
Conclusion
Addressing the threat of climate change is a current
global priority. There is a broad consensus that climate
change is best addressed in the context of sustainable
development. Conservation of ecosystems and natural
resources requires that adaptive management strategies
are developed or that we accept that many natural
systems will be lost to climate change. Unless it is
effectively delt with, climate change will have a dramatic
impact on the environment and on economic and social
development. Climate change similarly if not addressed, is
like to exacerbate both natural disasters and potentially
conflicts over natural resources.

The challenge for the East African governments hence is:





to ensure that the core parts of government
(notably the Ministry of Environment and
Mineral Resources, Ministry of Finance, the
Prime Minister’s/president’s office) take the
central role in driving the agenda;
to incorporate climate change fully into national
plans and programmes;
to make sure that there is enough capacity to
serve each country’s needs, not just the
reporting requirements of the international
system (in the case where Climate Finance
Delivery is concerned or involved);



that using the internationally agreed
definitions, put tracking systems in place that
collect appropriate data on what is being spent,
where and by whom; and



to be reactive to donor requirements by clearly
being in control of the processes of
development in their countries and to capture
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Child Morbidity and Mortality: A Way Out for jeopardy’ of malnutrition and infections relating to thier
Africa—Nigeria as a Case Study impoverished and unsanitary living conditions,

malnutrition being the underlying cause of morbidity and

Dr. Bolanle Ola mortality of a large proportion of under 5 year olds in
Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Health and Social Nigeria. Under 5 mortality in rural Nigeria is almost 1.5
Studies, University of Warwick times higher than the urban areas and twice as many

children die in the northeast than in the southwest (NPC,
Under 5 infant mortality in Nigeria still remains at 2009).
an all time high at 157 and 75 per thousand live birth
Against this backdrop, my project
respectively (NDHS, 2009). Little
addressed how mothers and caregivers
progress has been made to cutting
take care of sick children in a village in
down these rates and any progress
rural North Central Nigeria. A regional
remains too slow to achieve the
analysis of the NDHS gives a more robust
Millenium Development Goals (MDGs)
picture of the village in which the study
for reducing child mortality by two
took place. Mothers and caregives in this
thirds of its 1990 levels by 2015. 1 in 5
study were constrained by materalistic
children in Nigeria die before thier fifth
(the cash they had in hand and what it
birthday and loses 2,300 under under 5
could by) and by neo materialistic factors
year old and 145 women of chil bearing
(social
structures
subsidied
by
age every single day. Presently, Nigeria
government) shaping their circumstances
is the second highest contributor to
within thier daily lives and within Nigerian
worlds under 5 and maternal mortalities. Highest deaths
society—an
example
of structural violence. Mothers and
have been found to occur in the first few months of life.
High mortalities persist in Nigeria despite the presence of caregivers express themselves in their decisions
donor funding from international agencies and improve concerning caring for thier children in a way that is
shaped by cultural behavioural understandings of social
governmental immunization strategies.
and medical diagnostics of health and illness which is
manifested in plural health seeking behaviour. The
quantitative findings showed that mothers of children in
the rural areas with little education and poor are more
Food for thought…
likely to be exposed to more social disadvantage compare
Does funding help to
to mothers of children in the urban areas with better
alleviate the problem
education that are rich.

of child mortality?
Why is it not working?

To date, most of the researches carried out in
Nigeria on this topic are epidemiological (quantitative) in
nature. Since the problem of child mortality and
morbidity still continues, it is time for the conversation to
change so that the right and relevant interventuons that
actually work can be developed. It is equally important to
explore how under 5 and infant mortality rates differ
between migrant and non-migrant gropus in Nigeria and
elsewhere in Africa.

Nigeria has adopted and implemented major global
initiatives to reduce mortality and mobidity in children an
dmothers such as Safe Motherhood initiatives, Integrated
Maternal and Newborn and Child Health Strategy
(IMHCHs) and many others but still with little progress.
Under 5 mortality rates is a leading indicator of the level
of child health and over all development of a country and
For more details on this study, please email Dr. Bolanle Ola
it has a clear class social gradient. Today children of rural
on bola4nle@googlemail.com
and urban poor working class are most affected and die of
preventable illnesses. They suffer from a form of ‘double
[5]
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Migrating Out of Poverty—Rural Out-Migration to
Urban Uncertainties: Notes from the Field
George Rubiik Misore, AMADPOC Co-Investigator
AMADPOC is part of research consortium with the
University of Sussex and 5 other centres including the
Asian Research Institute (ARI) in Singapore, African Centre for Migration Studies
(ACMS) in South Africa, Centre for Migration Studies (CMS) in Ghana and Research and Migratory
Movements Research Unit (RMMU) in Bangladesh. AMADPOC is the East African representative focusing on
exploring the link between migration and poverty in East Africa.
The regional MOP/RPC research for 2012-2013 focused on ‘Rural Out-Migration to Urban Uncertainties in
Kenya’. It was conduted in four research sites, namely Siaya and Vihiga counties and Kisumu city in Western
Kenya and Nairobi city, Kenya’s capital. It went through several phases that were well planned to execute
the research systematically as specified in the research proposal.
The research project began with a two-day stakeholder’s workshop held in Kisumu on 26-27 April
2012 (follow this link to access the document) to enable stakeholders to discuss with the AMADPOC
research team several aspects of the research. The workshop focused on:


Understanding rural-urban migration in Kenya’s evolution and devolved governance;



Factors influencing rural out-migration;



Factors influencing urban in-migration;



Perspectivies of rural-urban poverty and poverty reduction strategies; and



Beneficiaries of the research.

It was followed by a two day training workshp for the
field staff (supervisors and research assistants) to familiarise
them with (a). Qualitative research and skills on in-depth
interview techniques; (b) the research instruments which
included two main instruments for focus group discussions
(FGD) nd an open-ended questionnaire for individual
interviews which allowed the respondents to expand and
openly discuss thier points. The training workshop ensured
that the field personnel captured the requirements to be able
to perform as expected during data collection.

Training Workshop, 13-14 August 2012,
Supervisors and Field Staff, Kisumu,
Kenya

The field staff used two days to test the instruments to asses its utility and detect some shortcomings
in readiness for revised instruments for the actual fieldwork. At the end of the workshop, each research site
were assigned one supervisor and research assistants distributed as follows: 3 in Siaya, 3 in Vihiga, 2 in
Kisumu city and 3 in Nairobi city. Thus, a total of four supervisors and 11 research assistants were involved
in the fieldwork, supervised by Mr. George Rubiik Misore, Dr. Linda Oucho and Prof. John O. Oucho. The
entire team was in constant touch through mobile phone and emails.
[6]
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Kisumu Fieldwork: September –31 October 2012
In terms of the field work, the field staff travesed the vast counties of Siaya, Vihiga and Kisumu town in
Western Kenya for nearly two months conducting individual in depth interviews mainly among migrant and
non-migrant households. In addition, they conducted FGD sessions with appropriately selected homogenous
groups in the research sites totalling over 275 individuals and concluded with three focus groups interviews among
the youth, men and women in each county. Below is a table of the data collected by research sites.
Distribution of Interviews and FGDs in all the Research Sites
COUNTY

MIGRANT

NON-MIGRANT

TOTAL IDIs

KIIs

FGDs

Siaya

64

37

101

5

4

Vihiga

92

-

92

12

4

Kisumu

38

12

50

5

4

Nairobi

69

23

92

12

4

GRAND
TOTAL

263

72

335

22

12

Challenges
There were of course challenges in the field such as ‘corruption’ committed by research/consultancy organisations who have previously worked in the research sites. A number of them collected data by enticing respondents
through monetary inducements. In some cases some respondents were not enthusiastic about the research because of
previous unfulfilled promises by other organisations that had conducted research in the areas, promising outcomes
that were not fulfilled. A third problem was with some senior public officers who referred interviewers to their juniors during key informant interviews (KIIs) some juniors unknowledgeable about the issues explored in the research.
Finally, heavy rains disrupted the fieldwork, as did certain cultural dynamics that were at play during the interviews.
Conclusion
In general, this qualitative research provided a unique opportunity to get an in-depth understanding of the dynamics of rural-urban migration from Western Kenya and the extent to which such migration impacts on the poverty
situation of migrants and non-migrants. The research has paved the way for quantitative research which stands to
gain considerably from its results.

George Rubiik Misore has been the co-investigator and representative based in
Kisumu. His exceptional experience and background in community development and education enabled him to supervise the research in Western Kenya with exemplary efficiency and commitment

George Rubiik Misore

[7]
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REPORT

The First International Conference on Urbanisation and Rural-Urban Migration in Sub-Saharan
Africa, 26-27 November 2012, Jacaranda Hotel
Rosemary Barasa
Communications Officer at AMADPOC
AMADPOC within the network known as Migrating Out
of Poverty Research Programme Consortium (MOP/RPC)
hosted its first international conference that brought
together experienced scholars. The conference was held in
Jacaranda Hotel, Nairobi. It had a range of thematic
discussions on rural-urban migration in general in subSaharan Africa.
The different themes for discussion included:
Delegates of the International Conference,
Jacaranda Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya



Cities, Place of Opportunity and Challenges for
Migrants;



Urbanisation and Data Trends;



The Role of Urbanisation in Poverty Reduction;



The Impacts and Drivers of Youth Migration to Towns and Cities; and



Urban Vulnerabilities and Adaptation to Climate Change.

The conference also featured a special session on ‘Urban Poverty and Survival in Slum Areas’ with case studies of
Nairobi (Kenya), Johannesburg (South Africa), Accra (Ghana) and Addis Ababa (Ethiopia).
The discussions uncovered three areas in urbanisation and rural-urban migration that need to be considered for
future research. These are:


Further research on urbanisation and rural-urban migration. There is need for clarity on the definition of
concepts, drivers of migration, the status of migrants residing in informal settlements as well as exploring
more efficient and effective ways of collecting and analysing data;



Research to understand, map and develop policies relating to urbanisation and rural-urban migration,
specifically focusing on policies and policy frameworks concerning the youth, women, social protection and
other social impacts of migration; and



Intensifying focus on research uptake activities is needed in order to determine cost-effective approaches.
Research uptake initiatives need to emphasize on the importance of using research to influence policy
development through meaningful policies using evidence-based research.

The conference succeeded in the objectives of showcasing scholarship and providing a forum for individuals
with vested interests in the migration-development nexus in the context of urbanisation and rural-urban migration in
sub-Saharan Africa.
For details on the presentations for the conference, please email: contact@amadpoc.org

[8]
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gies of the time, I realized that my “metisse condition”, far
from being a pathology (as the then-popular belief would
have it), required sustained attention. My intellectual and
creative trajectory reflects my changing views on identity,
memory and belonging. Each of my texts has enabled me
to move to greater emotional and intellectual freedom.

INTERVIEW

‘The Black Atlantic’: From History to Poetry—
Interview with Dr. Sylvie Kandé

Dr. Jean-Philippe DEDIEU
Research Fellow at École des Hautes Études en Sciences
J.P.D.: Your first two books were based on historical
Sociales (EHESS)
research: Terres, urbanisme et architecture “créoles”
en Sierra Leone. XVIIIe - XIXe siècles (1998) and DisSylvie Kandé is the author of three books, Terres, urbanisme et
architecture ‘creoles’ en Sierra Leone, 18eme-19eme siecles cours sur le métissage, identités métisses (1999). Two
(Paris: L’Harmattan, 1998), Lagon, lagunes. Tableau de memoire poetic and epic fictions followed. Why this transition?
(Paris:Gallimard, 2000), a text of poetic prose published in 2000
by Gallimard, with a postface by Édouard Glissant, and an epic, La S.K.: I have not abandoned history to write fiction, and
quete infinie de l’autre rive. Epopee en trois chants (Gallimard, feel deeply engaged with both perspectives.
2011). She is also the editor of Discours sur le metissage, identi- I began working on my first fiction, Lagon, lagunes, while
tes metisses. En quete d’Ariel (Paris: L’Harmattan, 1999). Her writing the introductory remarks for a conference on méshort stories and poems have appeared in journals and in anthotissage that I organized at New York
logies, such as The Picador Book
University (NYU) in 1998. Fiction proof African Stories (London: Macvided me with the desired space to roam
millan, 2000), A Rainbow of
and err, and to invent a language able to
Praises (New York: Blind Beggar
undo the past rather than explain it. As
Press, 2004), Anthologie Littee
to La quête infinie de l’autre rive, it rests,
raire 10 annee - textes choisis :
as the epic genre requires, on a fusion
Auteurs contemporains de la litterature mondiale, Alberta, Canada
between history and literature. It brings
(2007) and La poesie pour quoi
together the maritime expeditions
faire? (Paris: Presses Universilaunched around 1310 by Mansa Abubataires de Paris Ouest, 2011). She
kar II (the predecessor of the famed emteaches African Studies at SUNY
peror of Mali, Mansa Musa) and the seaDr. Sylvie Kandé
Old Westbury. She is a member of
crossings undertaken by contemporary
the PEN American Center .
J.P.D.: Over the last decade, the focus of both your

scholarly and creative works has been on analyzing
and recreating the history of the Black Diasporas,
from medieval empires to the contemporary era.
What brought you to this subject?
S.K.: My writing is a mere extension of my life interests,
within which the process of identity self-fashioning figures prominently. Born in France during the Algerian war
to a French mother and a Senegalese father, I grew up in a
situation of in-between-ness that today, from a postcolonial perspective, seems desirable but was then regarded
with great suspicion. As the French colonial empire began
crumbling, I had to examine issues such as identity, citizenship and myth of origin; the invention of races and
slavery; racism and métissage. Indeed, the struggle for
decolonization was also enacted at my school, on my playground and in my building. By questioning the mytholo-

African migrants who attempt to reach Europe on precarious boats. My purpose was to celebrate the prowess of the
African explorers of yesteryears and those of the twentyfirst century as both an historical phenomenon and a poetic feat. Additionally, I felt that it was not without merit,
after the “Discours de Dakar,” to reflect upon the Malinke’s attempt to launch two major trans-Atlantic expeditions, almost two centuries before Columbus’ “discovery”
of the Americas.
J.P.D.: For a long time you taught at New York University (NYU). You are now a tenured Associate Professor
at State New York University (SUNY). Could the marginalization of African history in the French education
system be one of the reasons why you left?
S.K.: During my formative years, the glaring absence of
African history in the French schools’ curriculum weighed
heavily on my ability to make sense of my circumstances.

[9]
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However, having been trained later on by Professor Catherine Coquery-Vidrovitch, it is possible that I could have
landed a teaching position in African history in the French
academic system. But I had grown impatient with the socio-cultural stalemate of the 1980s: back then, France
could not imagine itself as a multicultural society with all
the creative tensions it implies. Today, France is caught
between “both greater social incorporation and exclusionary measures” (Dominic, T., 2007:6). While exclusions
need to be tackled in a much more forceful way, and the
pervasive assumption of European cultural hegemony
challenged, change has indeed already occurred: outlets
such as publishing houses, magazines, TV programs, festivals, etc., are now open to non-mainstream voices; and a
new awareness of a specific history of Blacks in France,
their struggle for representation and their contributions
to the nation in all areas, from economy to arts, has
emerged.

January—March 2013

S.K.: In Terres, urbanisme et architecture “créoles” en Sierra Leone, I examined the vexed question of the “Return to
Africa.” Sierra Leone was “bought” by British abolitionists
at a time when the economy of the slavery-based plantation began to appear archaic to enlightened minds, although the slave trade was not yet outlawed. As the first
modern colony in Africa, Sierra Leone is a great example
of the entanglement between slavery, abolition and colonization. Thanks to Jean-Pierre Chretien, Gerard Prunier
et Paul Mercier’s deconstructive work on the concepts of
tribe and ethnicity, I refuted the idea (supported by most
historians at that time) that the Returnees came to constitute a new ethnic group, the “Creoles.” A detailed study of
Freetown’s architecture suggests that marginalized people were “returned” to Africa where they landed with
vastly diverging projects, played various roles in or
against the colonial scheme, and as “new Africans,” preserved to some extent the diversity of their identities. An
analogy with métissage can be made: hybridity too, runs
J. P. D.: Why does your scholarly and creative work the risk of being essentialized and losing its subversivestrongly emphasize cultural forms, their diffusions ness, if we do not resist a transcendentalist temptation.
and re-appropriations?
J.PD.: In an essay published in Research in African LitS.K.: I am fascinated with cultural forms of communica- eratures, you analyzed the “travels” of the Dogon sign
tion and their supports -- objects, signs, gestures, the tex- that appears on the cover of the Presence Africaine
ture of languages and their various registers. In Lagon, journal, founded by Alioune Diop in 1947 …
lagunes, subtitled Tableau de Mémoire (Memory Board),
the main metaphor was the Lukasa, a small wooden plank S.K.: Drifting away from all things literal and conspicuous
decorated with beads, seeds and shells that is “read” by is the most pressing task of poetry. As such, it has much in
Luba recitants. In a similar way, the various parables I common with semiotics, which is a quest for the world
propose in Lagon lagunes have to be pieced together hidden behind symbols. On the basis of Germaine Dieterthrough reading and the overall meaning of the narrative len and Marcel Griaule’s work, I was able to reconstitute
is not stable. In La quête infinie de l’autre rive, it is the the symbol’s various layers of meaning, from a vaguely
chronotope of the boat that dominates, quite naturally: anthropomorphic shape to the Dogon myth of creation of
the pirogues in which African migrants embark today mir- the world. Then I assessed the significance of the adoption
ror those of the flotillas launched by Abubakar II, and time of the Dogon sign by Présence Africaine. Could this initiais bracketed by the crossing. The slave ship, “inadequate tive be seen as a “refreshing” of the sign, one that would
but necessary” (to borrow Jacques Derrida’s famous for- assure its continuity outside of Bandiagara, its original
mulation) is under erasure: its presence-absence is felt location? Or was the astounding depth and condensation
throughout the poem.
of thought behind the sign obfuscated by its relocation
near a name (written in the Roman alphabet) that came
J.P.D.: Terres, urbanisme et architecture “créoles” en paradoxically to signify the African intellectual and artisSierra Leone. XVIIIe - XIXe siècles discusses the contri- tic presence in France?
butions of the Returnees --who came either from the
Caribbean (the Jamaican maroons) or from the U.S.A.
(the liberated slaves) -- to the construction of Freetown…

[10]
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J.P.D.: Could the creative appropriation of Black cul- It is my hope that poetry in general, and my work in partures amount to a rejection of the national and racial ticular, will contribute to the development of a new imagiidentities that are valued by contemporary public dis- nary of our identities, whereby, in full knowledge of our
course in France and in Europe?
reinvented pasts, we accept to leave the safety of the old
S.K. Militant forms of nationalism, clanism and patriotism bank behind and row towards a new one.
are globally on the rise, often fueled by imaginary threats
at borders that are by definition divisive ; or by a politically-engineered notion of scarcity of resources. Moreover,
the said « poor » regions of the world are deemed responsible for their lack of competitiveness on the global market – a pernicious indictment, if only because of the subsequent internalization of a « poverty logic » in those regions. However, art can help us all to imagine ways to subvert exclusionary politics without being trapped into a
counter-discourse that operates on reverse binary propositions. The rhizomatic quality that you seem to associate
with Black cultures is reminiscent of Edouard Glissant’s
notion of creolization, which he defined as an exchange
between two mutually constitutive Othernesses: although
this exchange involves risks and paves the way for changes, it will not lead to a loss of identity for the parties engaged in a quest for «lieux communs».
J.P.D.: What (new) representations of Africa and métissage would you like impose?
S.K.: Poetry does not have the ambition to teach correctness to the world. Today, a writer’s “engagement” has less
to do with his/her adherence to a political platform than
with his/her involvement with language and representations. As a poet, my main concern is to carve a language of
freedom and beauty, able to deliver to the page some of
the emotions I feel, some of the visions I am visited by. Yet
I feel responsible for the themes I explore, the characters I
create, and the words I select. The realization that métissage, at least in its euphoric and consensual definition,
can be an alibi not to discuss what constitutes, in the European context, its pre-condition, namely immigration,
certainly contributed to my desire to take a different
course in my second fiction.While writing La quête infinie
de l’autre rive, I made sure that strong and independent
women had crucial roles to play in my boats. I also discovered that in the third canto, two male lovers were among
the passengers. After considering the meaning of their not
so fortuitous presence (a series of homophobic incidents
had happened at the time in Senegal) I welcomed them,
for I wanted the readers to see each of the boats as a microcosm, diverse and inclusive.
[11]
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their attitude and agreed to pay rent.

COPTRE also assisted the Kibera community in setThe Challenges of Urbanisation in Kenya and Post
Election Violence —The Initiatives of the Coali- ting up a community policing forum as insecurity has long
tion for Peaceful Transition and Reconciliation been a challenge in the area. Alternative approaches employed to reach out to the diverse communities in Kibera
(COPTRE)
were through sports, arts, theatre, music concerts churches and radio talk shows. Below is a list of the impact of
COPTRE’s successful interventions:

Christine Wandera
Project Coordinator, COPTRE
During the 2007-2008 post election violence (PEV),
some of the worst hit areas were the informal settlements
in Nairobi and other towns. During the time, suspicion
rose amongst residents in informal settlements and residents had retreated into their tribal cocoons. Neighbours
were fighting neighbours, business owners sacked their
staff, tenants were evicted for flimsy reasons such as the
community one belonged to. The security situation was so
bad that there were reports of women being robbed of
their shopping as they alighted from public transport and
made their way home.
It is against this background that the Coalition for
Peaceful Transition and Reconciliation (COPTRE) was
founded in 2009 to respond to the difficulties faced by
residents of informal settlements as a result of the post
elections violence. COPTRE is a membership network
bringing together local, regional and national peace organisations to work on reconciliation in Kenya before and
during transitional periods. The COPTRE board is chaired
by Rukia Subow, the Chairlady of Maendelo ya Wanawake,
(Swahili for ‘Women’s Progress’), the oldest women’s empowerment organisation in the country.

 There have been less disputes with tenants and

landlords and tenants have continued to pay rent;
 Landlords that confiscated goods from their ten-

ants returned them to their tenants;
 There is reduced tension, both politically as well

as ethnic;
 Businesses have re-opened since customers that

boycotted them changed their attitude and continued to purchase their goods from them;
 Churches and schools in informal settlements re-

opened;
 Village clean-ups resumed and security has been

improved;
 Communities have made commitments to reduce

tension and violence in their locality;
 Confidence

in the policy has been restored
through well organised forums called ‘usalama
forums’;

 Neighbours contributed funds for the treatment

of post elections violence survivors; and
Most of COPTRE’s work takes place in informal settlements in Kisumu, Nairobi, Mombasa, Naivasha, Nakuru,
 Businesses have re-employed their workers e.g.
Eldoret and Kitale. It is about reconciliation between varihouse girls, carpenters, mechanics, masons etc
ous groups such as youth, women, small traders, landlords and tenants of different communities. Cases that For further information on COPTRE and its initiative, go to
called for the intervention of an organisation such as
www.peacenetkenya.org.ke
COPTRE were many. For example, Kibera in Nairobi is
popularly known as one of the largest informal settlements in Africa and is a place where migrants from all
communities in Kenya migrate to. Some see it as a starting
point to life in the urban area when they migrate from rural areas. During the post election violence, some tenants
in Kibera had refused to pay rent but after COPTRE’s intervention and long negotiations they finally changed
[12]
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participation of these groups of people in decisionmaking/issues that affect thier lives. Hereunder, the
diaspora participation in social, economic and political
life in thier countries of residence and/or thier home
countries in Africa. The Association believes that gender
equality is a fundamental human right. The realisation of
the objective will promote socio-economic development
amongst others for Africans in diaspora and in Africa.

The Diaspora African Women in Development,
Copenhagen, Denmark
Rita Knight Ritzau, Executive Director of
(DAWIDA)
Our History...
The Diaspora African Women in Development
Association (DAWIDA) is a non-profit organisation that
has its head office in Copenhagen, Denmark. The
association was born from a single headed consultancy,
Social-Knight, which was created in 2008 by Ms. Rita
Knight Ritzau, a Zimbabwean woman who lived in
diaspora in Sweden and Belgium before settling in
Denmark 17 years ago. DAWIDA has country offices in
the USA, Canada, Sweden, United Kingdom, The
Netherlands and the Republic of South Africa. The
association seeks to develop programs and affiliations
with local, national and international organisations as
well as academia to further an understanding of African
culture, issues and processes while providing
information to African immigrants concerning
education, economics, health, culture, science and
technology, immigration, women’s issues and bilateral
relationship, all with the goal of the unification of Africa.
Our Mission...
The mission of this Association is to mobilize
Africans in Diaspora, Africans in Africa, and all friends of
Africa to address the cultural, economic, educational,
civic, immigration, health, scientific and social needs of
African societies, domestic and international. DAWIDA is
an all-volunteer organisation that exists solely through
funds received from individuals, organisations and
academia registering for membership, the organisations
activities and from the contributions of officers within
the organisation who are committed to the
organisations success.
Our Vision...
DAWIDA provides a platform on which African
diaspora women and youth in the selected diaspora
regions can access their optimal rights. Its main
intervention approaches include, but are not limited to,
enhancing or facilitating for and supporting the

DAWIDA believes that human resources and
strategic potential of the African diaspora in Europe and
other regions are not being adequately harnessed to
promote and advance effective, responsible, transparent,
accountable and democratic systems of governance in
Africa. In the light of migration and development nexus,
it seems that the aspect which has received most policy
attention from, for example, the European Union (EU)
and its member states has been the size and impact of
the financial remittances that diaspora transfer to their
respective homelands. This appears to hinder the EU
and other donor agencies in making appropriate policies
for feasible interventions in development in Africa.
However, DAWIDA argues that, the African diaspora also
transfer non-financial remittances which influence the
development of thier homelands, values that could make
a significant contribution to improving the situation on
the continent. It is in the Association’s opinion that the
diaspora can contribute to democratic governance in
much the same way that they currently contribute to
democratic governance in much the same way that they
currently contribute to economic welfare and
development in their countries of origin. It is on this
background that the Association thrives for recognition
of the fact that Africans in diaspora play a vital role in
which they can play in the enhancement of democratic
governance in ‘Mother Africa’. Hence the urgent call for
creation of an enabling/viable environment in the respective home countries on the continent as an ingredient in sustainable development.
While DAWIDA generates knowledge that promotes activities carried out by diaspora African women
and youth, in terms of viable governance and democratic
political life in their home countries on one hand, the
Association urges consideration of the establishment of
migration and development funds aimed at enhancing
initiatives such as good governance, women and youth
participation, democratisation, human rights and brain
gain engagements initiated by diaspora organisations,

[13]
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individuals and groups.

 Take concrete steps to end impunity;

Subsequently, this calls for broadening the horizons of the development circles in the countries hosting
African diaspora, to incorporate diaspora women and
youth as active agents of change and stakeholders in the
democratisation initiatives and processes in a more formal manner. It must be noted that though the Joint Africa
-EU Strategic Partnership (JAESP) and the Action Plan
adopted in Lisbon, Portugal (2007) opened a window of
opportunity for the EU and its member states to partner
with the diaspora in democracy building in Africa, the
African diaspora institutions and organisation in the EU
member states such as DAWIDA and its member organisations have a minimal presence in development circles
because they are not yet seen as ’mainstream’ development agents.

 Fund gender equality and human rights instead

of militarism; and
 Protect women human rights defenders.

As DAWIDA will not be in New York, we will be
marching in Copenhagen on 8th March using the messages and slogans to hold governments accountable for
the elimination of violence against women and girls. Out
themes of the day are:

Nevertheless, a few exceptions can be observed,
particularly in the area of community development projects which fall within the framework of ’codevelopment’ schemes promoted by a few member
states, notably Denmark, France, Italy and Spain among
others. The focus, however, is on the purely material development that the diaspora mediate and not on the noneconomic aspects such as the promotion of democratic
life, good governance, the rule of law, human rights protection and fostering peace and security, women and
youth participation, gender equality and equity, in their
home countries. It is promotion of these non economic
aspects that DAWIDA continues to pursue as well as consider these to be preconditions for social stability, economic growth and sustainable development.
To commemorate the forthcoming International
Women’s Day on 8th March 2013, DAWIDA will be joining
with AWID, the Centre for Women’s Global Leadership,
United Methodist Women and the Women Global Migration Working Group and hundreds of other women’s
rights organisations around the world through cosponsoring the march to call for a Life Free from Violence
Against Women and Girls! The call for this march addresses the theme of the 57th session of the Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW) taking place at the United
Nations, New York that week which will focus on the
elimination and prevention of all forms of violence
against women and girls. On 8th March, women’s rights
advocates attending the CSW will march through the city
with the following demands:
[14]

 Stop rape of women and girls in Somalia and

Somaliland; and
 Stop violation of rights/arresting of Women of

Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA)
For further information on DAWIDA, please contact
Rita Knight Ritzau on knightingale_8@hotmail.com
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Looking at another Side of Somalia: Mogadishu Then
and Now—A Pictoral Tribute to Africa’s Most
Wounded City

M

Rasna Warah

ogadishu was once one of the prettiest and most
cosmopolitan cities in Africa. This city has a long history
that dates back to the 10th Century when Arab and Persian
traders began settling there. For centuries, Mogadishu was
a traditional centre for Islam and an important hub for trade with
communities along the Indian Ocean coastline. However, since the
beginning of the civil war in the early 1990s, Somalia’s capital city
has gained the reputation of being the most dangerous and violent
city in the world.

Mogadishu Then and Now is an attempt to redeem the city’s
damaged reputation and restore its lost glory in the public
imagination. The book showcases Mogadishu in all its spledour prior
to the citil war and contrasts this with the devastation and destruction
that has charaterised the city for more that two decades. It is hoped
that the book will encourage present and future generations to learn about Mogadishu’s rich cultural heritage and inform
future urban planning initiatives, especially now that Somalis and the international community are strengthening thier
efforts to restore peace and stability in Somalia. It should be of particular interest to historians, urban planners, architects
and anthropologists.
“With so much destroyed in the city, the rescued images in this book are an invaluable record. They offer proof that
Mogadishu was once a peaceful city. Although its old beauty is gone forever, it is possible that the city once known as
„The White Pearl of the Indian Ocean‟ will have another day in the sun”.
Mary Harper, Author of Getting Somalia Wrong?
Rasna Warah has more than 20 years of experience as a writer and editor, particularly in the areas of urbanisation and housing. She was editor and co-author of the State of the
World’s Cities report series (2006/7 and 2008/9 editions) produced by the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT). From 1996 to 2002 she was the editor of
Habitat Debate, UN-HABITAT’s quarterly magazine. She has been published in national and
international magazines, newspapers and journals, including the Mail and Guardian, the East
African, Cityscapes, Sustainable Development International, State of the World, UN Chronicle
and Kwani? She is also a weekly columnist with the Daily Nation, Kenya’s largest newspaper.
For more information about this and other books by Rasna, please contact
rasna.warah@gmail.com or go to www.rasnawarahbooks.com
The book is available at the following retail outlets:
www.amazon.com; www.authorhouse.com ; Barnes and Noble (US); and WH Smith (UK)
If you would like to share your publications with us, please send us an email on contact@amadpoc.org
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To write an article for Africa on the Move, as well as your thoughts, comments and suggestions about our
newsletter, please contact:
Administrator
contact@amadpoc.org
African Migration and Development Policy Centre (AMADPOC)
Sikoka Place
Loresho Shopping Centre
Loresho Ridge Road
PO BOX 14405-00800
Nairobi, Kenya
www.amadpoc.org
Follow us on...
www.twitter.com/amadpoc
www.facebook.com/amadpoc
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